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IN MY IMPERFECTIONS, HE IS PERFECTING ME
Greetings to you and Happy October.  As we are in the Fall of the year, I trust that you are enjoying some of the cooler temperatures in your part of the country.  The month, we are starting a new teaching.  For the last (4) months, our teaching title was “It’s All About Relationship” and what a powerful teaching that was.  As always, if you are interested in receiving a hard or electronic copy, let us know on our Contact page of this site.  
This month of October, our teaching title is:  “In My Imperfections, He is Perfecting Me”.  I like to share the backstory of how most of my teaching come about.  In April of this year, my sweet hubby and I were getting our morning walk in and talking about the things of God as we normally do.  We were specifically discussing how we didn’t feel worthy or qualified to do the things that God has called us to do for Him.  Then in my Spirit, I heard these words:  In My Imperfections, He is Perfecting Me.  I immediately knew this was not a thought or phrase from my head, but it resonated in my spirit.  Both me and my husband thought, Wow; that can Preach!  So as always, when something touches my heart/spirit that way, I jot it down to see if Holy Spirit would speak more to me; and that’s how this teaching was developed.  
God knows us, as He is our creator.  I heard it said that God doesn’t call the qualified, but He qualifies those He calls.  Wow, that is great news, because we can all fit into that category.  In a natural job or position, we are looking for qualifications to meet that job or position.  However, in God’s Kingdom, I believe that He doesn’t look for qualification but availability.  A person that is willing to yield themselves to Him and allow Him to perfect, make them (mature and complete).
Before we get so far in our teaching, let’s define Imperfection and Perfect.  I want to look at the word: imperfection from the Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary.  It means; The quality or condition of being imperfect; want of perfection; incompleteness; deficiency; fault or blemish.  How many of you know that we can all raise our hand to being an imperfect person.  That’s why we needed a Savior and a God to perfect those things that concerns us.  Let’s look at a biblical definition of the word perfect.  The word for "perfect" in the original Greek can mean "completed, mature, or flawless". The Bible teaches that God and Christ are perfect, and that humans can be perfected by God's grace and love.
God is not looking for us to make ourselves perfect.  Philippians 2:13 (AMP) says:  For it is [not your strength, but it is] God who is effectively at work in you, both to will and to work [that is, strengthening, energizing, and creating in you the longing and the ability to fulfill your purpose] for His good pleasure. 
However, God simply wants us to allow Him to take us in all of our imperfections and perfect those things that concern us.  In Philippians 1:6 (TLB) say:  And I am sure that God who began the good work within you will keep right on helping you grow in his grace until his task within you is finally finished on that day when Jesus Christ returns.
From our definition of the word, Perfect, and we see that it means mature and complete, let’s continue in the Word of God to see more scripture confirming that in our imperfections, He (God) is perfecting us.  Remember, God through the power of the Holy Spirit is the one that is perfecting us.  Acts 17:28 (NCV) declares:  By his power we live and move and exist.’ Some of your own poets have said: ‘For we are his children.

When we allow the Holy Spirit to perfect (mature, make us complete) in God, this is a true sign of surrendering to God and humility before Him.   I love Colossians 2:6 (AMP), it says:  Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in [union with] Him [reflecting His character in the things you do and say—living lives that lead others away from sin].  As we walk with the Holy Spirit in union with the will, plan and purpose of God we will reflect His character and His Spirit will be perfecting us in all of our imperfections.  
One big imperfection in us is fear (worry, dread).  However, as we allow God to perfect us by His love, that fear can be cast out.   Let’s see this is 1 John 4:18  (AMPC)  There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-grown (complete, perfect) love [a]turns fear out of doors and expels every trace of terror! For fear [b]brings with it the thought of punishment, and [so] he who is afraid has not reached the full maturity of love [is not yet grown into love’s complete perfection].  Oh, how we need the Love of God to be perfected in us.  As we continue to allow Holy Spirit His rightful place in our hearts and lives, we will be perfected in Him.  
A few more scriptures before we end our teaching entitled In My Imperfections, He is Perfecting Me.  This next scripture that we will read is urging us to be perfected in Christ Jesus.  Hebrews 6:1 (AMPC) Therefore let us go on and get past the elementary stage in the teachings and doctrine of Christ (the Messiah), advancing steadily toward the completeness and perfection that belong to spiritual maturity. Let us not again be laying the foundation of repentance and abandonment of dead works (dead formalism) and of the faith [by which you turned] to God.
For this verse in Hebrews, this is what I found in the Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers:  Let us go on.—Better, let us press onwards unto perfection. There is an urgency in the words which is missed by the ordinary rendering. The word “perfection”  in the Greek is (teleiotes) answers to that rendered “full grown” (teleios) in the preceding verse, and expresses maturity, fullness of growth. The Lord is wanting us to grow up and mature in Him, leaving the elementary things and pressing forward to being perfected (maturing, being complete) in Him and by Him.
In the book of Colossians chapter 4 Paul from prison is encouraging the believers in Colossian church about the importance of prayer and proper conduct toward those who are not Christians.  How we act and handle ourselves, especially among unbelievers is so important, as we represent Jesus to the world; we are the Salt of the Earth and the Light of the World, and we must always remember that In our Imperfections, He is Perfecting Us. 
Then in verse 12 of Colossians chapter 4 (AMP), we see where Paul is letting us know that Epaphras a fellow believer and perhaps one of the leaders of the church had to say to the believers:  Epaphras, who is one of you and a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. [He is] always striving for you in his prayers, praying with genuine concern, [pleading] that you may [as people of character and courage] stand firm, [spiritually mature] and fully assured in all the will of God.  
Are you grateful that in all of our imperfections that God is still perfecting us?  I give Him Praise for that, what about you?  We will end with one last scripture in the book of Psalm 138:8 and one of my favorite scriptures that I think goes perfect with our title.  We will read this Psalm from the Amplified Classic and the King James Version of the Bible.
First the AMPC; The Lord will perfect that which concerns me; Your mercy and loving-kindness, O Lord, endure forever—forsake not the works of Your own hands.
Now, we close with the KJV of Psalm 138:8; The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands.
As we end our teaching and thank God that in all our frailty, shortcoming, inadequacies, He (God) through the power of the Holy Spirit is perfecting us to be like His son, Jesus.   In Acts 17:28 (AMP)  For in Him we live and move and exist [that is, in Him we actually have our being].
So, we can rest assured that it is the Holy Spirit that is working in us to do God’s Good pleasure 
(Ephesians 1:3-5).  As we continue to yield to the power, presence and purpose of God’s Spirit, He will continue to perfect those things that concerns us and in all of our imperfections, He is still perfecting us.

Please visit our site next month as we will be sharing another powerful devotional teaching from God’s Word.  Remember, God has Blessed You to Be A Blessing!
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