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COMMITTED AND FAITHFUL (PART 1)
Greeting to you in the wonderful and glorious name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.  Happy July and Independence Day.
This month I want to talk about (2) words; committed and faithful.  These words were on my mind as my husband, and I was talking about church members.  It is truly hard to find those that are faithful and committed to the things of God.  Yes, we have many committed and faithful people in the Body of Christ, but there are still those that are not.  
So as these two things were on my heart and mind recently, this is what I felt led to share this month.  As always, I like to do define words.  So, let’s start with defining both the word, committed and faithful from a Biblical perspective.  In this part 1 we are looking at being committed then in part 2 we will be looking at what the Word of God has to say about faithful.
This is what I found online that I thought is a very good description of Biblical Commitment.  From a biblical perspective, commitment means entirely entrusting your life and plans to God's care, and devoting yourself fully to His will, even when it is difficult. It is described as a total surrender, requiring self-discipline, sacrifice, and a steadfast desire to love and serve God.
In the original Hebrew and Greek texts, the idea of committing involves "rolling" or placing your burdens onto someone else.
The word committed describes being deeply dedicated to a cause, belief, or person, or being officially bound to a specific course of action.
In this teaching I want to look at the importance of being a committed and faithful person.  This teaching will be a short series, as I want to cover being committed in this first part then we will look at being faithful in part two.  
Now that we understand what committed or commitment means, let’s look at scripture to encourage us to be one of these people.
I believe as a Christian/Christ Followers, in order for us to be committed to others, the work of God and even our families and jobs, we must first be committed to our Heavenly father.  I found this online and thought it was so fitting in regard to being committed.  
The Bible demands a total, not a partial, commitment. It requires a daily choice to put God above personal comfort or worldly distractions.
Deuteronomy 6:5 (AMP) You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and mind and with all your soul and with all your strength [your entire being].  I love this scripture as it lets us know that being committed to God is to Love Him with your entire being.  
Chapter 37 of the book of Psalm is letting us know about the security of those that trust in and commit their ways to the Lord and insecurity of the wicked.  Verse 5 (AMPC) says:  Commit your way to the Lord [roll and repose each care of your load on Him]; trust (lean on, rely on, and be confident) also in Him and He will bring it to pass.
When we truly commit and chose to be committed to the Lord, we have this promise in Psalm chapter 37.  We can roll and repose our care on Him.  I wanted to know what repose meant, and it means that when we commit to the Lord, we can place our trust and confidence in Him.  
That is great news that we have a faithful, trustworthy God that wants our commitment.  It is well worth committing your life to our good, good Father.  
When we commit to the Lord, we will do what Proverbs 3:5-7 (ESV) says:  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
Matthew 6:33(AMP) says:  But first and most importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His righteousness [His way of doing and being right—the attitude and character of God], and all these things will be given to you also.
When we commit and are committed to the Lord, our first priority will be Him and His Kingdom and the things that we need and desire according to His will for us will be added.  
Before we close this first part of our teaching on Committed and Faithful, let’s look at a few scriptures that lets us know how we should be committed in other areas of our lives.  
Luke 16:10 (KJV) He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.
Faithfulness and being Committed go hand in hand and this scripture lets us that when we are faithful to what God has called us to do, we will be committed whether big or small assignments.
Galatians 6:9 (AMP) Let us not grow weary or become discouraged in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap, if we do not give in.
Doing good to others, to me is a sign of being committed, and this scripture lets us know that we will reap if we don’t faint.  So, let’s keep being committed in all things as unto the Lord.  
2 Timothy 2:15 (GW) says:  Do your best to present yourself to God as a tried-and-true worker who isn’t ashamed to teach the word of truth correctly.
You may wonder how this scripture relates to being committed.  Well, let me share what I received from this scripture.  This shows a person being committed to the Lord as a workman of His Word so that you can be effective in sharing the Word of God with others. This is not just for ministers, and preachers; because we are all called to minister the Word; we are all ministers (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).
Let’s end with this.  When you are a committed person, first and foremost to God then to others, etc.  You will be able to declare what 2 Timothy 4:7. But before we read this verse, let me give a little context of the first 8 verses of this chapter.  
This was Paul’s final charge to Timothy before Paul’s death; for Timoyhy to faithfully preach the Word of God in season and out of season (when he felt it and when he didn’t).  Once Paul became converted as a Believer in Jesus Christ, he was a powerful example of a man committed to God and committed to man as we can see all through the New Covenant.    
Now let’s read 2 Timothy 4:7 from (2) versions Amplified.  I have fought the good and worthy and noble fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith [firmly guarding the gospel against error].
Now the Living Bible:  I have fought long and hard for my Lord, and through it all I have kept true to him. And now the time has come for me to stop fighting and rest.
Let’s be encouraged to be committed to the Lord in all we do so in turn we can be committed to others and in every other way He desires.  
Next month, we will continue this teaching looking at our second point of being Faithful (Ness).  Please visit our site next month for part 2 of our teaching.  Always remember that God Has Blessed You To Be A Blessing.

