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Greeting to you in the wonderful and glorious name of Jesus the Christ.  Happy October, I pray that you are doing well and staying clothe with the character of God.  
Several months ago, we started our teaching entitled, Let’s Clothe Ourselves and this month will be the conclusion of this powerful teaching.  Our foundation scripture is Colossians 3:12 (GNT) You are the people of God; he loved you and chose you for his own. So then, you must clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.
In our devotional teaching, we have been looking at the five things that Paul has admonished the church at Colossian and the church today to clothe ourselves with.  Part one, we looked at the first trait or fruit of compassion.  In part two, we looked at the next two mentioned in this scripture, kindness and humility.  Now in our last part of this teaching, we will look at the last two things mentioned that we should be clothe with; gentleness and patience.  All of these fruit, traits or characteristics seem to be somewhat intertwined.  
As you know, I always like to define my words, so let’s look at a definition of gentleness.  We will look both a regular definition and also a biblical one of the word, gentleness.  Being clothe with gentleness means, the quality of being kind, tender, or mild-mannered.  
Now a Biblical definition:  Biblical gentleness is a powerful display of inner strength, self-control, and humility that translates into a tender, kind, and supportive approach to others, not weakness but controlled power motivated by love and a desire to help people grow. It involves a humble and meek attitude that seeks the well-being of others, redirects attention to Christ, and requires speaking truth with care to ensure it's received well.
Wow, what a powerful definition.  And remember, I mentioned that all the fruit, characteristic and traits of the Holy Spirit seem to intertwine.  Oh, how we need more kindness to be displayed from us, Believers in Jesus.  Those of us that name the name of Jesus Christ as our Savior, should strive to be clothe with kindness and every other fruit that comes from being a Christ follower.  
Just like with humility, gentleness is not being weak, but as our definition states having gentleness is having controlled power that translates into being tender-hearted, supportive and kind to others.  
Let’s look in the Word of God to see what it has to say about gentleness.  We will read a scripture in Titus chapter 3, but before we do let me give a brief overview of this chapter.  Paul is writing to his brother in the faith Titus whom he left in Crete to lead the church of Jesus there.  He is giving him all kinds of encouragement and exhortation for him and the believers there in Crete.  
In Titus chapter 3, verses 1 &2 (ESV), this is what Paul instructs and reminds Titus to do: Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people.
How many of you that we all need to be reminded to be clothe with Kindness and all the fruit we have looked at in this teaching and those throughout the Word of God.  Let’s Clothe ourselves.  
Let’s see how gentleness is connected to the Wisdom that come from God.  James 3:17 (TLB) says:   But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure and full of quiet gentleness. Then it is peace-loving and courteous. It allows discussion and is willing to yield to others; it is full of mercy and good deeds. It is wholehearted and straightforward and sincere.
If we are true servants of the Lord, God has instructed us on how to deal with others in correction.  2 Timothy 2:24-26 And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil,  correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth,  and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.
It’s so much in the Word of God about gentleness and being gentle towards one another.  However, we are not doing a massive coverage of scriptures in God’s Word, but we will look at a few more to encourage our hearts.  Remember gentleness is a fruit of the Holy Spirit that we must be clothe with and operating out of our lives.  
We can clothe ourselves with all the fruit of the Holy Spirit, because He has equipped us with them and will enable us to walk them out as we continue to pursue Him and grow and mature in our walk with God.  
Galatians 6:1 (AMP) Brethren, if any person is overtaken in misconduct or sin of any sort, you who are spiritual [who are responsive to and controlled by the Spirit] should set him right and restore and reinstate him, without any sense of superiority and with all gentleness, keeping an attentive eye on yourself, lest you should be tempted also.
Even in our restoring process of a brother or sister that may have fallen in sin, we should restore them according to the Word of God in all gentleness.  The Bible let us know that we reap what we sow.  If we want gentleness and all the fruit of the Spirit to be shown to us, how many of you know we must be clothe with these fruit and show them to others.  
Last scripture on gentleness before we move to the last fruit, trait that is found in our foundation scripture.  Ephesians 4:2 (GNT) says:  Be always humble, gentle, and patient. Show your love by being tolerant with one another.  This is a powerful mandate, this scripture says to Always, not sometimes but always be gentle and patience with one another.  And it tops it off by letting us know that we can do this by and through Love.
Remember Love is the greatest and I believe these fruit that we have been looking at in these teachings are motivated by Love (1 Corinthians 13:13 and Galatians 5:6).
Before we end this 3-part teaching, let’s look at the last fruit mentioned in Colossians 3:12, patience.  Just as with all the other fruit, there is much in God’s Word about patience.  Let’s first start by defining biblical patience.
This is an AI definition that I found online that I think is very good.  In the Bible, patience is a key virtue of the Holy Spirit and a reflection of mature faith, characterized by endurance in the face of trials, a steadfast trust in God's timing, and the ability to show grace to others. It's not passive waiting but an active process of cultivating virtues like kindness, gentleness, and love, enabling Christians to bear with one another and to ultimately fulfill God's promises. 
Of course, we know that patience is one of the fruits of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians.  We will be reading Romans 12:12, but before we do, let me give a quick overview of this chapter.  Paul is writing to the church in Rome admonishing them on living a Christian life by presenting themselves to the Lord as a living sacrifice by renewing their minds.  To also live out their faith through the various gifts there in the Body of Christ.  Now verse 12 says:  Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles, and pray at all times.
We see from this scripture that our patience can be connected to hope and prayer.  Paul is encouraging the believers in Rome as well as the church today to rejoice in hope, be patient in troubles and constant in prayer.  Pray all the time (1 Thessalonians 5:17).


Let’s look another scripture in Romans connecting hope and patience.  Romans 8:25 (AMP) But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait eagerly for it with patience and composure.  I love the way the amplified version states this scripture verse.  We have hope in the waiting process and we do it with patient and composure.  We are calm and in control while we hope, and wait with patience.  That is amazing and we can do this with the help and aid of the sweet Holy Spirit that has imparted this fruit called patience in our spirit.  
Next, we will look at how patience is connected to love based on our next scripture in 1 Corinthians 13:4 (AMP), that we often call the Love Chapter.  Remember our title, Let’s Clothe Ourselves and, in this teaching, we are looking at the last two fruit of gentleness and patience.
Love endures with patience and serenity, love is kind and thoughtful, and is not jealous or envious; love does not brag and is not proud or arrogant.  This scripture lets us know that patience helps our love to endure.  Patience as well as all the other fruit are absolutely necessary for us to walk in a manner pleasing and worthy of God’s calling.  
We will look at a few more scriptures before we end this final part of our teaching.  In Colossians 1 verse 9-11, Paul is encouraging the believers in Colossae that he has been praying for them.  Then verse 11 (AMP) says this: [we pray that you may be] strengthened and invigorated with all power, according to His glorious might, to attain every kind of endurance and patience with joy;
Patience will help us to endure and is actually one of the definitions of patience.  Paul was praying and declaring this powerful declaration of the body of believers.  So receive this prayer today and clothe yourself with patience.  As you do, you will be strengthen, and invigorated with God’s power and will be able to endure with joy.  Wow, that is powerful and we can walk in this fruit of the Holy Spirit as He empowers us to do so.
We will end with Hebrews 10:36 (AMP) For you have need of patient endurance [to bear up under difficult circumstances without compromising], so that when you have carried out the will of God, you may receive and enjoy to the full what is promised.
Being clothe with patience is necessary in the believer’s life.  It helps us to endure and bear up under any situation and circumstance that comes our way.  And after we have been patience, and endured fulfilling the will of God for our lives, we will receive His Promise.  
I pray that you have been encouraged and motivated to Clothe Yourselves with these 5 fruit of the Holy Spirit and carry out the will of God for your life.  Visit our site next month as we will start a new teaching.  Always remember that God has Blessed you to be a Blessing.

