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FOREVER GRATEFUL
Greetings and Happy Thanksgiving.  With the month being the month that we celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday, I want to share a word that has been in my spirit most of this year of 2026 and that is Forever Grateful.
This has been my posture and heart’s cry lately, and I pray that it will continue because we all should be Forever Grateful.  I am always grateful and try to have a heart of gratitude.  However, this year of 2026 has been a milestone year in many areas and given me so many reasons to be Forever Grateful.
Is it always easy to be grateful and have a heart of gratitude in the world that we are living, with all that we have to encounter and sometimes endure.  I would say, no; it is not easy, but we can do it with the help and aid of the one that lives on the inside of us, the precious Holy Spirit.  That is, if you are a born again child of God.  
As I often do, let’s look at the definition of these two words that make up the title of our devotional.  From the Merriam-Webster dictionary, let’s see what the world Forever means; for a limitless time, for all time, for a very long time, at all times, continually.
Now for the definition of Grateful.  It means to be appreciative of benefits received, feeling or showing of thanks, expressing gratitude.  Wow, those definitions are powerful.  What a different world that we would be living in if just the Believers in Christ Jesus were Forever Grateful.  We cannot look for the world to have this demeanor or attitude of being grateful, but the Body of Christ, Christ followers should walk in an attitude of gratitude constantly and continually, no matter what.  
 Just as I mentioned, we can’t look to world to show us and teach us about being grateful, we should be showing and teaching them.  The Bible emphasizes that being grateful is not just a feeling but also an act of your will.  It is a deliberate practice and spiritual discipline.  No matter what season of life we may be in blessings or challenges, we should always be Forever Grateful, have a grateful heart.  
Our foundation scripture is 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)  Rejoice always,  pray continually,  give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  I love this scripture as it lets us know that we should and can rejoice (be grateful) always.  The reason why being Forever Grateful is so vital to the Believer in Christ Jesus, is because this is the Father’s will concerning us.  
When you are grateful and have gratitude, it helps you stay in a place of peace, and joy.  It also helps us in our spiritual growth to know and trust God by being Forever Grateful because we know that is what pleases the Father and is His will.  
When we are Forever Grateful, we will be able to do what Colossians 3:16-17 (NASB) says in the faces of anything.  
 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Whatever you do in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
One of the keys to being Forever Grateful is the Word of God and allowing it to dwell in you richly.  When we allow the Word of God to be our roadmap in life, and get into that Word and live by it, it will bring wisdom, and we will be able to teach and admonish other.  We will be Forever Grateful and be able to sing songs, hymns and spiritual songs to the Lord with a grateful heart.  
Ephesians 5:20 (TLB) says; Always give thanks for everything to our God and Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Remember that one of the definitions of Forever is always.  This scripture reminds and admonishes us to always give thanks to God; Forever Grateful, no matter what.  
Philippians 4:6-7 (AMP) lets us know that we shouldn’t worry about anything but always present our prayers and petitions to the Lord with a Grateful heart of thanksgiving.  Let’s read it now:
Do not be anxious or worried about anything, but in everything [every circumstance and situation] by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, continue to make your [specific] requests known to God.  And the peace of God [that peace which reassures the heart, that peace] which transcends all understanding, [that peace which] stands guard over your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus [is yours].
This is a powerful scripture, once again letting us know that even in approaching God, we should do that with an attitude of gratitude; a grateful heart.  When we are Forever Grateful, it causes us to have the peace of God in our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  That is Good, Good News, in a crazy and chaotic world.  
In closing, I want to look at one of my favorite scriptures and one that I often start my prayers with; 
Psalm 100:4-5 (KJV) Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.   For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.

As we celebrate Thanksgiving this month of November, let’s determine in our hearts that we will be Forever Grateful in the midst of all things.  We are not grateful, nor should we be for everything in our lives or that may come into our lives, because everything is not of God.  However, in the midst of everything, we can have a grateful heart, an attitude of gratitude and be Forever Grateful to the Faithful Father that we serve.  

There are so many wonderful promises in the Word of God that we can hold on to that will help us be Forever Grateful.  So, make sure that you are reading the Word and holding on to those promises.  Happy Thanksgiving from our family to yours.  Until next month, always remember that God has Blessed You to Be A Blessing and Be Forever Grateful!

